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ON PREHISTORIC HUMAN ART FROM WYOMING AND COLORADO. 

BY E. L. BERTHOUD, A.M., C.E. 

[Journal of a Reconnoissance made along Creek Valley, Colorado, in October and 

November, 1871.] 

Greeley, Colorado. 

Oct. 21, 1811. We leave Greeley, lat. 40° 25', long. 104° 36' 
west, at 2^ P.M., cross Cache La Poudre Railroad, half mile east 
of town, our course is N. 60° east. Camping in the evening below 
the mouth of the Cache La Poudre, and on north bank of South 
Platte River, our reconnoissance line takes us to Low Wet Creek, 
three miles north of the river, but the total want of water in the 
creek compels us to go to Platte River for camp. 

Altitude above the sea 45.56. Vegetation is getting more 
stunted; the only trees and shrubs found are Populus angulata, 
Salix muhlenbergiana? Rhus triloba, and Negundo aceroides; 
Cerasus serotina : while a few Cleome integrifolia, and Aster 
Novse-Anglise? are yet in flower, and Cactus opuntia, covers the 
high prairie everywhere. 

Platte River abounds in wild geese, A. canadensis ; brant, A. 
Bernicla ; some white gulls and sooty terns. 

Oct. 22. Leave camp at 1 A.M., course N. 36° east. Travel- 
ling to-day to reach Crow Creek for evening camp ; soil is sandy 
and covered in every direction with prickly pear of most annoying 
thickness ; our view in every direction except west is bounded by 
a dreary, grayish, monotonous prairie, still it is singular to see 
what a large amount of animal life exists here. 

Three kinds. of wolves, the little prairie fox Ganis velox, ante- 
lopes, badgers, prairie dogs, two kinds of rabbits, black-tailed 
deer were seen by us to-day at 3 P.M., in full sight of Crow Creek; 
we find in several prairie ridges multitudes of Ostrsea or Inocera- 
mus shells, forming beds of dark, soft earthy limestone. Reach- 
ing Crow Creek we camp in a bend of the stream. 

Oct. 23. We follow Crow Creek to-day for nine or ten miles in 
a course on average about N. 40° east. Water and grass scarce 
and bad. We cross and recross the creek to-day, but it is dry 
and sandy, and its banks wofully parched; at 3 P.M. finding a 
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water hole of green slimy liquid, we camp on the west side of the 
creek. 

While investigating the formation of the bluffs capped with 
gravel, we find many beautiful moss agates, and numerous flakes 
and rude stone implements, mixed in tertiary gravel and seemingly 
coeval with it. 

Oct. 24. Crossing Crow Creek at camp our course is N. 23° and 
N. 11° east. 

On leaving Crow Creek I obtained a complete suite of stone im- 
plements and rude fragments which occur mixed in a gravel and 
sand deposit that composes the summit and sides of the low bluffs 
on the east bank. I found them in the gravel, in the soil, in every 
kind of position, and sometimes weather beaten or stained by 
weather and rain. The accompanying gravel is composed of smooth 
pebbles of quartzite jasper, agate, granite, mica, slate, basalt ; with 
a few shells and fossil wood, or wood opal; while in the low grounds 
at the foot of the bluffs ancient fireplaces, burnt fragments of bone 
and wood, with flint and agate, chips and implements, almost uni- 
versally distinct from those on the summit of the low hills border- 
ing Crow Creek ; so much is this the case, that the two seem to 
point to a distinct era, the later presenting some progress and re- 
finement even in stone implements. 

The evidences of the oldest and rudest art do not even show 
traces of fire or fireplaces ; rough implements, irregular piles of 
pebbles, are all that is left us to show and identify to the observer 
the obscure seat of a still more obscure barbarism. 

Another fact puzzles me, that whenever and wherever on Ctche 
La Poudre, Big Thompson River, Clear Creek, Crow Creek, and 
Platte River, we find evidences of " Pre-aborigirial" occupation, 
it is invariably on the low bluffs bordering these valleys, and in a 
tertiary gravel deposit ; but if we go back in the higher region 
of the prairies, they almost disappear or present a difference in 
form or material. 

The shape, the location, the rude barbarism of these first 
attempts of art irresistibly lead us to compare them to the rude 
tools of Abbeville in France, or the implements of kerne in Eng- 
land. I am glad to be able to give a few shells from this place, 
which will serve to guide us in determining the age of the gravel 
beds of Crow Creek. 

We are fast nearing the high table-land, between South Platte 
1S72.] 



48 PKOCEEDINGS OP THE ACADEMY OP 

River, Crow Creek, and Pole Creek ; this is a dividing ridge capped 
by conglomerate in many places, and under this on Low Wet, 
Little Crow Creek, etc., miocene beds with Oreodon, Titanothe- 
rium and fresh-water turtles. The gravel beds of Crow Creek 
may be quaternary ? but they seem inade up from the decomposed 
capping north of us, and at Golden City apparently underly the 
newer tertiary beds, capped with basalt ? 

Continuing our course about N. 15° east we reach Crow Creek 
again in the evening ; passing over a bed of lignite or tertiary 
coal. Prairie very sanely and dry ; formation soft sandstone and 
clay beds. 

Oct. 25. Course about N. 11° to 17° east, following Crow Creek 
three or four miles. I noticed in two places in the steep bluffs 
bordering the stream the burnt stones and black carbonaceous 
remains of old fireplaces, from four to eight feet below the present 
surface. 

At 11 A.M. we again leave Crow Creek, and begin to cross 
another large bend in that stream. We are in sight of bright, 
white bluffs north of us and, directly in our course. These are the 
white or chalk bluffs, that extend west to near the foot of the 
black hills and on the boundary between Colorado and Wyoming 
Territories, on the parallel of 41° N. Antelopes abound here, 
we saw also to-day sixteen wild horses, which at the first sight of 
our men went off at a rattling pace ; the patriarch of the flock, a 
fine black stallion, driving the rest before him. 

Passing over a flat well-grassed prairie bottom we reach at 1 P.M. 
some long low ridges, that insensibly are lost in a low flat bottom, 
bordering a small dry affluent of Crow Creek. 

Halting here to await the arrival of the party some two miles 
back, I strolled over the ridges to pick up specimens of agates 
or fossils ; while so occupied I found at the foot of the first ridge 
the evidences of the deserted site of an ancient village ; the stone 
heaps and circles, the projecting and polished boulders, the stray 
flint tools and weapons, the multitudes of broken flakes or frag- 
ments left in the primeval workshop ; while all around dispersed 
in rude circles, the boulders of quartzite, of jaspery rocks, yellow, 
red, or gray, nowhere else " in situ," speak of some method or 
manner of industry, totally unlike our more modern Indian or 
mound builder's vestiges. 

I made a sketch of this locality, marked AAA on the map, and 
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also made a collection of the better formed implements and 
weapons. I examined this locality critically, to get some clue to 
its antiquity. 

North, half a mile farther, another old site was reached, marked 
by four large boulders, placed on end in some sort of rude order. 
Crossing a small valley I reached another spot indicated by 
similar rude monuments, and characterized by heaps of ancient 
implements and chiplings of the most primitive kind ; these are 
strewn in every direction on a grassy ridge sloping down into a 
small valley. The boulders here and elsewhere may have been 
placed as rallying points for the family circle of the " Pre-abo- 
riginal"'man. 

Located on points of land and extended promontories, these 
ancient sites favor strongly the idea of location near some ancient 
estuary or fresh-water lake ; whose vestiges the present topography 
of this region favors. 

Note on the Shells accompanying the Flints. — These represent four 
species, three only determinable. My friend, T. A. Conrad, to whom I 
submitted them, states that one of them is a G'orbicula, the other a Bangia, 
both estuaiy shells, " certainly not of later age than older Pliocene, or 
possibly Miocene, but there is no trace of Bangia in the Eocene." — E.D. 
Cope. 
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